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learned man, and in particular an eminent Grecian. JOHNSON. ' I am not sure of that. His friends give him out as such, but I know not who of his friends are able to judge of it.' GOLDSMITH. 'He is what is much better: he is a worthy humane man.' JOHNSON. ' Nay, Sir, that is not to the purpose of our argumentl: that will as much prove that he can play upon the fiddle as well as Giardini, as that he is an eminent Grecian.' GOLDSMITH. ' The greatest musical performers have but small emoluments. Giardini, I am told, does not get above seven hundred a year.' JOHNSON. •' That is indeed but little for a man to get, who does best that which so many endeavour to do. There is nothing, I think, in which the power of art is shewn so much as in playing on the fiddle. In all other things we can do something at first. Any man will forge a bar of iron, if you give him a hammer; not so well as a smith, but tolerably. A man will saw a piece of wood, and make a box, though a clumsy one ; but give him a fiddle and a fiddle-stick, and he can do nothing.'
On Monday, April 19, he called on me with Mrs. Williams, in Mr. Strahan's coach, and carried me out to dine with Mr. Elphinston *t at his academy at Kensington. A printer having acquired a fortune sufficient to keep his coach, was a good topick for the credit of literature *, Mrs. Williams said, that another printer, Mr. Hamilton, had not
1  Johnson suffers, in Cowper's epitaph on him, from the same kind of praise as Goldsmith gives Harris :—
' Whose verse may claim, grave, masculine and strong, Superior praise to the mere poet's song.'
Cowper's Works, v. 119.
2  See ante, i. 243.
3  Cave set up his coach about thirty years earlier (ante, i. 175, note 3).    Dr. Franklin (Memoirs, iii. 172) wrote to Mr. Strahan in 1784:— ' I remember your observing once to me, as we sat together in the House of Commons, that no two journeymen printers within your knowledge had met with such success in the world as ourselves. You were then at the head of your profession, and soon afterwards became a member of parliament.   I was an agent for a few provinces, and now act for them all.'
waitedris. " Do you think so?" said he. "Most certainly, said I" Do you remember how
